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and I think we might do it at once." He told Tai An to see to
the preparations, and sent the other boys round with invita-
tions. Then he took the Moon Lady's hand and went to see
Kuan Ko in the rooms of the Lady of the Vase.
The Sixth Lady welcomed them smilingly, and told the
nurse to bring out the baby. He had grown very handsome. .
The child smiled £t them and went readily to the Moon Lady.
She took him in her arms. "My son," she said, "you are a
clever boy and you will do well. When you are grown up you
will be a good son to your mother."
"When he is grown up and gets a position the robes of
ceremony will be yours," the Lady of the Vase said.
"My son,/' Hsi-men Ch'ing said, "don't follow in your
father's footsteps. When you are a man, be a civil officer, 'not
a military officer like me. Mine is a good post but it has not
the dignity of a civil officer's; and, though I am rich, I do
not enjoy the respect that is paid to the others,"
Golden Lotus was standing outside and heard all this. She
was very angry. "You shameless, boasting, dirty strumpet!"
she muttered, "Do you tnink you are the only woman who can
bear a child? He hasn't passed three yellow plum seasons or
four summers yet. He isn't through smallpox and his school-
days are not over. He lives still with the God of Hades. What
right have yqu to talk about his getting a government appoint-
ment and your being honoured as a lady? And that rascal has
no shame. Why should the child get a civil position different
from his own?"
While she was muttering angrily to herself, Tai An came.
"Fifth Mother," he said,*"where is Father?"
"You little thief!" Golden Lotus cried, "how do I know
where your father is? Do you expect to find him in my room?
Why not with the honoured lady to whom he pays so many
delicate attentions? Why do you come and ask me?"
Tai An saw that there was no purpose in his questioning
her any further, and went to the Lady of the Vase's room.
There he coughed warningly and said: "Uncle Ying is in the
great Hall"
"Why! He has only just gone," Hsi-men Ch'ing said.
"What has brought him back so soon?"
"He will tell you when he sees you," the boy said.

